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What Is  Reinforcement? 

This theory of motivation was proposed 
by B.F. Skinner and his associates. 

 

 It states that individual’s behaviour is a 
function of its consequences. 

 

  Past behaviour affect future actions in a 
cyclical learning process as 

 

    STIMULUS – RESPONSE – CONSEQUENCES - 
FUTURE    RESPONSE 



EXAMPLE :  

                           If  You  want  your  Dog  to  sit  
on command, you  may  give  him a  treat  
everytime he sits  for  you. The  dog  will  
eventually  come to  understand  that  
sitting  when  told  to  will result  in  a  
treat .  

This  treat  is  reinforcing  because  he  
likes  it & will  result  in  sitting. 







TYPES OF REINFORCEMENT 

 In operant conditioning, there are Two 

different types of reinforcement. 

 

   1.)   POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT 

involves ADDING something to increase a 

response. 

   

  2.)   NEGATIVE REINFORCEMENT 

involves REMOVING something in order to 

increase a response. 







POSITIVE  PUNISHMENT :  
        

This works by presenting a negative 

consequence after an undesired behaviour is 

exhibited, making the behaviour less likely 

to happen in the future. 

 

EXAMPLE :  A student receives a phone call in 

the  classroom, and he picks up the call and 

starts talking Infront of the whole class. The 

Teacher then reprimands him in front of the 

whole class and added his homework to be 

twice more than the rest of the students. 



NEGATIVE  PUNISHMENT  : 

This happens when a certain desired item 

is removed after a particular undesired 

behaviour is exhibited , resulting in the 

behaviour happening less often in the 

future. 

EXAMPLES:   

1.)  A Student receives a phone call in the 

classroom , and he picks up the call and 

starts talking Infront of the whole class. 

The  Teacher then seizes his phone. 

 



CLASSICAL CONDITIONING 

A type of learning in which a neutral 

stimulus comes to bring about a response 

after it is paired with a stimulus that 

naturally brings that response. 

Example : 

     Mr. A  feels fear when he pets  

      a Rabbit because he associates  

      the rabbit with a painful noise. 
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